
  rThe Neighborly is an Americana Folk-Pop duo hailing from the iconic rolling farmland 
and small towns of Central Pennsylvania. Both having an extensive background in songwriting 
and performance, Arissa May and Brock Lawley found themselves neighbors on a quiet, 
suburban block and were surprised to discover a unique blend of their voices and a musical 
chemistry that developed almost immediately.  

Having worked in professional radio and song production, as well as being involved 
several touring bands and music projects, Brock Lawley’s prolific songwriting provides much of 
the backbone of the Neighborly’s large catalog of original music. While currently the Director of 
Worship and Media Arts at Encounter church in their hometown of Palmyra, PA, Brock met 
Arissa and invited her to sing with him on Sundays. Shortly after, Brock and his wife unwittingly 
purchased a home on the same block as Arissa and her family and the two became neighbors.  

Arissa moved back to the Central PA area after having children and having lived and 
worked in Nashville, writing, singing and performing with a non-profit musical group and doing 
collaborative and session work with musicians there. After years of living in a place rich with 
musical talent and opportunity, it was a breath of fresh air for her to find someone to partner with 
in creating music in a genre that was always her favorite.  

In October of 2016, the two performed for a local non-profit’s fundraiser and a few 
special events and realized a mutual desire to make music that supported the things they cared 
most about, family and community. Both being in loving and committed marriages, raising small 
children and being heavily involved in their local church, the Neighborly’s music reflects their 
current stage of life.  

The Neighborly was officially formed in June 2017 and the name was an easy pick, 
reflecting their geographical relationship to one another, their desire to build up their community 
and to describe the wonderful people that surround and support them. In the vein of pop-folk 
artists like The Civil Wars, Over the Rhine and JohnnySwim, their bedrock of acoustic guitar 
overlaid with intricate and playful harmonies, touch on themes such as family, community, love 
and faith flavored with the many styles of music found in the Americana genre as well as a 
battery creatively blended mashups of popular songs. Their mission is use their music to 
connect, encourage and build and strengthen families and their local community as well as their 
broader global community of fans. 
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